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11 September 1939 - Saw Boisson ( official visit). Brazzaville quite dead. Boisson 
complains of the censorship, of the mail plane's discontinuance; he hopes these are 
only temporary annoyances which will be straightened out in a couple of weeks. 
- lines from the first entry by Ryckmans in his unpublished private 
commentary on the war 
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BELGIAN-FRENCH RELATIONS DURING WORLD W.AR II; 
THE PERSPECTIVE OF A CONGO GOVERNOR GENERAL 
By William B. Norton 
When the guns of September 1939 on the German-Polish frontier thundered 
out the start of the Second World War, Pierre Ryckmans (1891-1959) had 
nearly completed five years at the head of Belgium's African empire, eighty 
times the size of Belgium itself. He could remember vividly how the guns 
of August 1914, then pointing directly at his own small country, had summoned 
him to volunteer in its defense. He was just beginning as a lawyer in his 
native city of Antwerp, having the previous year received his law degree 
"with greatest distinction" from the University of Louvain. He spent only 
one year on the Western Front, which by the end of 1914 stabilized into lines 
of Allied trenches facing German ones stretching from· the western corner of 
Belgium southeastward across France to the Swiss border. After being trans-
ferred in October 1915 to Africa, he advanced in rank from sergeant to 
lieutenant while the Belgo-Congolese forces helped the French and British 
to drive the Germans first out of Cameroun (1915-1916), then out of German 
East Africa. 
In the Belgian-occupied northwest corner of German East Africa, Ryckmans 
had time between campaigns to exercise his still more valuable, nonmilitary 
talents; he learned about administering occupied territory, discerned the 
starkly basic needs of its inhabitants, and began securing them as friends. 
His prompt mastery of several African languages--e.g. Swahili, Lingala, 
and Kirundi--was indispensable in gaining their trust in him and trying to 
evoke their answering trustworthiness. For the first decade after the war, 
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Ryckmans stayed as a civilian official in Ruanda-Urundi, that fragment 
of Germany's lost African empire which was •·•mandated" to Belgium under the 
League of Nations by the peace settlement. The first report which reached 
the Permanent Mandates Commission in 1921 about that area was largely 
written by him. For a while his duties included that of conseiller--
guardian or tutor--to little Mwambutsa, who came to the shaky throne of 
Urundi in the middle of the war at the age of about three. 
When you have felt the hand of the boy-king tremble in your own 
while you stand reviewing a parade and the native musicians are 
murdering a European march tune; when you have accepted hospitality 
in an isolated hut on a stormy night, sharing your host's meal and 
a dry mat beside the fire; when a fierce warrior has begged your 
help in recovering his stolen goat or his errant wife; when a taci-
turn chief on his deathbed has confided to you his lands and family, 
and your promise to keep an eye on his son has perhaps eased his 
agony--then you no longer feel lonely among savages but rediscover 
yourself a man among men.1 
He rose in rank from administrateur of a small territory, through com-
missaire (assistant, 2nd g·rade, 1st grade) of larger and more important dis-
trict!l and commissaire general, to resident general of all Urundi. Here he 
succeeded Alfred Marzorati, who became vice gouverneur general of both Ruanda 
and Urundi, a rank coordinate w;ith the six provincial governors in the Belgian 
Congo, and when Marzorati was absent Ryckmans temporarily took his place. 
His decision to return to Belgium in 1928 may have been due to several 
converging factors, personal and family and professional. Perhaps some dif-
terence regarding policy arose between him and his superiors, or one of them 
was blocking his further advancement. The ostensible reason was that, having 
mar-ried Madeleine Neve in February 1921 and brought up their five children 
so far (they later had three more in Belgium) to be thoroughly adaptable 
to an Afr;ican environment in most ways agreeable and stimulating, he feared 
their formal education might suffer. Whatever his initial reasons, it was 
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clear six years later that his varied interim activities were no aimless 
samplings of a dilettante but the further self-discovery of a man seeking 
a lifelong commitment. 
He practiced law, taught, wrote for publication, did radio broadcasting, 
joined several national and international institutes, and served on a govern-
mental commission--the last a group of experts sent in 1930 to investigate 
and report on problems of native labor supply in the Congo. The institutes 
which he joined included the Institut Royal Colonial Belge (later renamed 
Academie Royale des Sciences d'Outre-Mer), the Institut Colonial Interna-
tional (Paris), the Institute of African Languages and Civilisations (Lon-
don), and the Institut National pou111 l"Etude Agronomique du Congo (or 
INEAC). The president of the latter, the Due de Brabant who became King 
Leopold III when a climbing accident took the life of his father in 1934, 
was ultimately succeeded in the presidency by Ryckmans. In his teaching--
at the University of Louvain, Faculty of Law and School of Commerce, and 
at the Colonial University in Antwerp--as well as his writing (several 
books and articles and a series of radio talks he gave for five months) 2 
he developed the flexible individual style which brought Africa alive to 
his listeners and readers. For a while the law seemed his best way back 
into Belgian life, as he practiced in partnership with his youngest brother 
Xavier for two years in Brussels. "While 'Pedro' always did beautifully 
whatever task he undertook," recalls the brother, "you could tell that his 
heart was not in our office but in Africa." 
Though basically he was much readier for it now than when he had left 
Ruanda-Urundi, the appointment as governor general over all Belgian Africa, 
signed by the new young king and countersigned by the minister of colonies, 
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crune as a surprise and tremendous challenge. Ryckmans and his wife spent 
that whole night discussing whether and how "they could take it." Three 
complicating factors had arisen during their absence: the ·Great Depression, 
the advent to power in Germany of Hitler and his Nazis, and some sweeping 
reforms in Belgium's colonial administrative system. The latter had been 
worked out carefully between the retiring governor general and the minister 
of colonies but had aroused antagonism in certain quarters. Thus Ryckmans, 
twenty-two years younger than his predecessor, would have to apply them 
tactfully, yet firmly enough to bring the colony through its economic 
crisis and to brace it for the threatened showdown with Hitler. And then 
in September 1939 when threat turned into certainty, Ryckmans's impression 
of his recently installed opposite number across Stanley Pool was that the 
latter was more "annoyed" with a few ripples of the war than perturbed 
by its true meaning and what he must do to affect its outcome. 
Pierre-Francois Boisson's career in French colonial administration 
~ 
prior to the war somewhat resembled that of Ryckmans in Belgian Africa. 
Both were veterans of World War I, Boisson's loss of a limb classifying 
him as a grand mutile. Each had gained early administrative experience over 
the African population of an area which his country was holding as a mandate 
of the League of Nations; Boisson's tenure as governor of Cameroun (1936-
1939) was just prior to his assignment to the governor-generalship of Afrique 
Equatoriale Fran£aise with its four component areas of Mayen Congo, Gabon, 
Ubangui-Shari, and Chad. But soon the parallel between the two men ends, 
as their divergent responses to the challenges and opportunities of the 
wa:r will show, 
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Besides their different characters, this divergence was emphasized 
by the different status of each colony in the two colonial systems. While 
Leopoldville was the capital of Belgium's entire empire, the French depen-
dencies all around the world were so vast and rich, populous and heter-
ogeneous, that Brazzaville's domain was often referred to as "the Cinderella 
of the French empire." In time of peace "she" was accustomed to being 
neglected in favor of her more glamorous sisters: why else had it taken 
until 1934 for the French to complete the railroad connecting Brazzaville 
with Pointe Noire on the Atlantic coast? (The Belgians had linked Leopold-
ville and Matadi by rail as early as 1898, and between the two world wars 
they went on developing an impressive rail-river-road transport network 
to make available the natural resources of the interior.) In time of war 
A.E.F. was, because of her modest economy and remoteness from France, the 
most unlikely colony from which the mother country could expect rescue to 
come during or after the catastrophe of June 1940. And when the unexpected 
did begin to happen, it was not Boisson--for he, after vacillating and dis-
sembling, came down on the Vichy side--but other men who raised the standard 
of la France Libre and the Cross of Lorraine. 
Before Marshal Petain admitted defeat and asked Germany for an armistice, 
the political and military leaders of France-in-Europe had rejected the idea 
of using French North Africa as their base for continuing the war. After 
De Gaulle issued his call from London on 18 June, asking all of his coun-
trymen to join the Free French movement, unsuccessful attempts were made 
to rally other colonial bases: Dakar, Damascus and Beirut, and even 
Djibouti.. 
One of the agents of De Gaulle who admittedly tried and failed in 
the latter two areas was Colonel de Larminat. 3 He was gamely trying to 
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rejoin his chief in London, hoping for some further.assignment with a better 
chance of success, when a pause to change planes in Nigeria brought him 
down on 13 August in Lagos, capital of that British colony. There he met 
a recently arrived three-man Gaullist mission: Rene Pleven, its civilian 
leader; Colonel (later General) Leclerc,. its military chief; and a certain 
Boislambert, an expert in tropical colonial affairs. Since their conspir-
atorial goal, the feverish search for any significant slice of the empire 
which could be rallied to Free France's support before it was too late, 
was identical with that of Larminat and Moitessier from Chad (who brought 
welcome confirmation of Fort Lamy's readiness to declare for De Gaulle), 
they promptly became "les cinq Francais desperados. 114 In five days of 
~ 
plotting "under a big tree on the grounds of British Governor General 
Bourdillon's headquarters in Lagos," they completed their daring plans 
(checking at intervals telegraphically with De Gaulle in London), then 
scattered to their assigned bases. 
Here, Ryckmans, already a veteran at solving peacetime problems, was 
growing more indispensable at his post with each war-born crisis. Not only 
had the Belgian leader had prewar dealings with two other A.E.F. governors 
general, Renard (1934d945) and Reste (1935-1939), but after Boisson he 
would also outlast Husson, Larminat, and Eboue (1940-1944) and himself 
retire two-thirds of the way through the 4'enure of Bayardelle (1944-1947). 
The assumption from this, however, that the position of Ryckmans from 
the outbreak of the war to the fall of Hitler was all serene must be modi-
fied by recalling how many times in the first year alone changes in the 
unique position of Belgium among the forces opposing Nazism tested his 
alertness and adaptive skill. That year had included these contrasting 
phases: 
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(i) over eight months of neutrality (September 1939-May 1940) while 
the two major Western powers, Britain and France, were nominally but in-
effectually fighting to halt Hitler; 
(ii) eighteen days of bellingerency (10-28 May) ending in military 
defeat, capitulation by Leopold III, and German occupation of European 
Belgium; 
(iii) three weeks (till 18 June) while France was falling and before 
the Free French movement was launched from London; 
(iv) over two months (till 28 August) while Vichy and London vied 
for control of France's empire and before De Gaulle secured A.E.F. as 
his first territorial base. 
In the first phase, Ryckmans had publicly assured Boisson that, 
though Belgium's obligations as a neutral must be fulfilled, this need 
not alter old friendships nor dim the memory of the trials their countries 
5 had undergone together. Next, Hitler's assault on Belgium was so quickly 
followed by the end of her military resistance that Ryckmans's immediate 
response-.Ll"the mother country has been prostrated but the struggle to lib-
erate 
,,6 1 her must be carried on by all Belgians in the Congo -~went a most 
unnoticed elsewhere. For in the third phase, the world's attention was 
riveted on the fall of France and on De Gaulle's plan for her redemption. 
Still, at Brazzaville and Leopoldville during those days of suspense, sym-
bolic recognition had been given to the importance of Ryckmans'sstand 
as keeping the Anglo-Franco-Belgian alliance against Nazism intact. The 
occasion was the visit to the two colonial capitals, on Sunday 9 June, 
of the staff officers of H.M.S. Bridgwater of the British navy, who were 
joined by the staff of the Belgian naval trainingship Mercator. Along 
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with French and Belg;iian soldiers from both sides of the Congo River, they 
put on an impressive IDilitary review under the three allied flags, after 
which Ryckmans, followed by Boisson and the British consul in Leopoldville, 
Edgar J, Joint, spoke eloquently of their common determination to attain 
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victory. 
Boisson missed his opportunity for greatness along this line when 
he failed to put himself--as Ryckmans had done the moment he learned of 
the fall of Belgium--at the head of the Free French movement in Africa 
immediately after De Gaulle began seeking supporters and a territorial 
base. The temptation which the Petain government offered him on 25 June, 
an obvious career advancement from governor general at Brazzaville to high 
connnissioner of all French Black Africa at Dakar, was just too strong. 
At first Boisson publicly denied having received this offer and did not 
quit the Congo for Senegal until 20 July. At that time he left General 
Husson, commander of the troops, as acting governor general of A.E.F., 
indicating that Boisson intended French Equatorial as well as West Africa 
to follow him and Vichy unquestioningly. 
It was therefore not Boisson but Husson whom Larminat undertook to 
depose in late August 1940. Three factors favored his plan: the strong 
and widespread Gaullist inclination among Frenchmen eager for real leader-
ship; British cooperation as already indicated at Lagos and Leopoldville; 
and indispensable Belgian facilities which Ryckmans allowed to be dis~ 
creetly furnished to the French plotters until they were fully ready to 
strike, This came two days after Chad (under Governor Felix Ebou~ and 
with the impulsion of Pleven and d'0rano's arrival from tagos) openly 
came out for De Gaulle, and one day after Cameroun (similarly impelled by 
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Leclerc and Boislambert's arrival at Douala) did likewise. Thus when 
Brazzaville's turn to declare itself came on the 28th, Larminat had been 
living for a week on a Belg:ian riverboat anchored near the Leopoldville 
shore of Stanley Pool. "To avoid any diplomatic complication," Ryckmans 
made available this less conspicuous substitute for a suite in the Hotel 
8 du Pool where British Consul Joint first lodged him on the 19th. He 
held nocturnal conferences with Gaullists from the French side of the 
river; he had access to the Leopoldville telegraph and radio stations for 
sending and receiving messages, and to the local press for printing Gaul-
list tracts, of which a new emission was smuggled across the river almost 
every evening. Armed with instructions from De Gaulle saying "for the 
moment I consider you my other self as regards Brazzaville, Douala, and 
Fort Lamy," Larminat waged a war of nerves rather than bullets against 
Husson and his pro-Vichy supporters. 9 Lacking any order to fire on other 
French soldiers, whom Gaullist partisan Delange led in a move to gain 
possession of government headquarters, Husson's staff allowed him to be 
arrested and shipped--roughly enough to wound his professional and personal 
dignity by wrinkling and soiling his uniform and temporarily depriving him 
of his spectacles--to the Belgian side. Ryckmans, being shorter and slimmer 
than his guest, could not give sartorial first aid with one of his own 
uniforms but was relieved to speed Husson, when reunited with his wife 
and their baggage, on the route via Lisbon to France and oblivion. Mean-
while Larminat hurried across to Brazzaville to receive a victor's welcome 
and installation as interim governor general of French Euqatorial Africa 
10 
that same day. 
One can understand the caution which restrained Ryckmans from writing 
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down as they were happening his version of the events which led to this 
helpful result. Larminat's account, however interesting, detailed, and 
pla,JSible it may seem, was not published for over twenty years and con-
tains errors both factual and interpretive. Why must he assert, not once 
but twice, that if the Gaullist takeover in which he participated "had 
not happened at Brazzaville, the Belgian Congo was sliding into neutralism"? 11 
Perhaps he did not realize that three weeks before most of the world knew 
who De Gaulle was, Ryckmans had fully committed himself and Belgian 
Africa to continuing the war against Hitler despite the fall of European 
Belgium. Or if he was aware of this, his inordinate devotion to his chief 
made him claim priority for the Free French movement and play down its 
debt to the Belgians. 
The next entry in Ryckmans's war commentary which has to do with 
Belgian-French relations describes his first personal interview with De 
Gaulle during the latter's visit to French Equatorial Africa in the autumn 
of 1940. This was after the unsuccessful attempt of the Free French to 
take Dakar, but after the happier outcome of the operation which brought 
Gabon, the Atlantic-facing province of A.E.F. which had temporarily re-
lapsed toward Vichy, back into the Gaullist fold. 
12 Nov. 1940--Interview with General de Gaulle, which is what leads 
me to write. 
He seemed to me tired and, if not depressed, at least alarmed. 
He has caused Libreville [capital of Gabon] to be attacked and taken 
by force. Civil war is .thus iaunched. Vichy will counter-attack. 
The latest declaration of Laval, that there will be no other 
Franco-German negotiations until the end of the war against England, 
he says can be interpreted in two ways. Either the feeling that 
French opinion is reasserting itself and cannot be pushed too far, 
or else the decision of the Germans to postpone their colonial 
demands while waiting to see what the French can earn by their 
collaboration against England. Doubtless the latter is the better 
interpretation. 
The whole French fleet, or nearly so, seems to be at Dakar, 
including the Strasbourg. 10,000 men, 200 planes, which will 
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soon be 400. Dakar will probably send a squadron to Pointe 
Noire [ Atlantic terminus of the railway leading to Brazzaville) , 
and the English will have to choose. To let De Gaulle fall would 
mean the end of his movement. To attack the French squadron with-
out provocation would mean war against France in an undesirable 
role. What will England do? 
De Gaulle expects a more active collaboration from Germany. 
Airplanes (?) and other German equipment seem to have arrived 
at Dakar. He asked me what we would do if the Germans joined 
the Vichy French. I told him that to my mind an intervention 
on our part against the French was inconceivable; but that, if 
the Germans should appear within range of our arms, our Govern-
ment would be disposed to attack them no matter where. 
Then he asked me what I would think of a single command in 
Africa. I told him that my Government has always insisted on the 
necessity of maintaining our territorial integrity and our com-
mand over our troops, but that in case of combined operations 
doubtless a superior command would be needed, assigning a sector 
to each force. He mentioned the name of General Gort. 
A few days later, Ryckmans inserted as part of his commentary a six-
page handwritten letter which he was drafting to "Moncher Ministre" (des 
colonies), Albert De Vleeschauwer. The !llldressee was one of four Belgians 
in London--the others being Prime Minister Hubert Pierlot, Paul-Henri Spaak 
of foreign affairs, and Camille Gutt of finance--who were recognized as 
their country's government-in-exile and as part of the gradually growing 
anti-Axis alliance. The governor general, reporting to his constitutional 
superior, depicted the Congo and especially "La Ligue d,. 'Action Patrio-
tique" with leaders like Colonel Maurey as being on the point of revolt 
unless they could go to war against Italy (which had omitted to declare war 
on Belgium when doing so on France in June), and could thus help the 
British to take Abyssinia away from the Italians. 
17 Nov. 1940-- I do not know whether the Belgian Government [in Lon-
donl is making non-belligerence against Italy the basis of its for-
eign policy, to the point of opposing an absolute refusal to a 
demand which Great Britain might formulate for our military inter-
vention. If such is the case, it is my duty to lay before you 
the foreseeable consequences of such an attitude. I believe nobody 
is capable of getting it accepted here. In any case, certainly not 
unless it is explained, or unless it is justified by a clear national 
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interest. Even then, there would be attempts here at a "de Gaulle" 
movement, the issue of which is unforeseeable. It is necessary that 
you size up for yourself this situation, which the Government must 
consider before deciding upon its policy. 
It was one of several instances when Ryckmans was caught in a hazardous 
middle position, this time between the slower moving Belgian government 
and the more rashly activist elements in the Congo. He succeeded in con-
vincing the latter that he sincerely shared their desire to make a mili-
tary, not merely an economic, contribution to the war; but he needed help 
from his British friend Lord HaiJeyin moving both governments in London. 
Hailey was currently in the Congo negotiating an economic cooperation 
agreement and knew that, as recently as the first week in November, economic 
aid was all the British expected the Congo to furnish. Realizing the 
predicament of Ryckmans, however, he told his government it ought to press 
the Belgian government for military participation. The latter agreed and 
used the fact that the Italians had installed air bases within Nazi-occu-
pied Belgium as having created a state of war, without a more formal de-
claration by either country against the other. The external and long-term 
result was that Belgo-Congolese troops crossed southern Sudan early in 1941, 
entered western Abyssinia, and won victories at Asosa and Gambela in March; 
at Saio in July the Italian General Gazzera surrendered all the men under 
his command in the province of Galla-Sidamo where they had been cornered 
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with British help. The immediate result inside the Congo was the avoid-
ance of a revolt which, if Colonel Mauroy had succeeded among the troops 
at Stanleyville, might have made Ryckmans's administration at Leopoldville 
untenable. "With the situation completely changed, I shall now sleep 
better" (21 Nov. 1940). 
For the next two years the potential friendship between De Gaulle and 
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Ryckmans existed but scarcely advanced. The only two references in the 
latter's war commentary during 1941, 13 May and 22 September, mentioned 
visits by De Gaulle to Brazzaville. Crossing the river to see him in May, 
Ryckmans found him "quite bitter" at the British for having, he believed, 
prevented him--in order to spare Vichy--from taking Somaliland, 
Syria, and Guyana •••• He has decided to stay here for some time, 
perhaps not wrongly. Here he cuts a figure of Chief of State--of a 
little State perhaps, but its Chief. In London he is a distinguished 
refugee. I have the impression he longs to be wanted. 
In September, Ryckl!lans heard by way of De Vleeschauwer that "De Gaulle 
seems to be getting the cold shoulder in London." (Next to this Ryckmans 
inserted--in English and with the date 11 June 1943, implying this was the 
first time it had reached him--the often quoted Churchill pun: "The Cross 
of Lorraine is a heavy cross [for me] to bear.") 
Through most of 1942 De G~ulle was still making speeches and demands 
which exasperated people without whose support the Free French movement 
could never succeed, not only the British but also the Americans whom 
Pearl Harbor had brought into the war against Germany as well as Japan. 
5 April 1942.--General de Gaulle made a rather menacing speech a 
few days ago at the Dorchester Hotel in London. The Free French 
are quite willing, he says, to continue fighting and dying, but not 
unless their status as belligerents is recognized. In short, he 
demands an official rupture with Vichy and the recognition of his 
Committee as an allied Government •••• 
An ill-advised speech, for it serves only Vichy. What, in 
fact, will De Gaulle do if the Allies "call his bluff"? Cease fight-
ing? Fight alone against the Germans and not collaborate with the 
Allies? Join with Vichy? ••. Half of the population of French Equa-
torial Africa is Vichyist. If De Gaulle is no longer in agreement 
with the Allies and proclaims it, at least half of the other half 
is going to say to itself: "What's the use?" And his regime will 
no longer be really solid. 
18 Apr. 1942.-- America has given a show of satisfaction to De Gaulle 
by nominating a Consul General to Brazzaville. Lively reaction in 
France. Vichy protests. Washington replies that it is maintaining 
consular relations with the French colonies who refuse to accept 
Vichy's authority. And Vichy retorts by the return of Laval to 
power. Is it the De Gaulle incident which provoked that? This 
nomination of an American Consul to Brazzaville is heavy with con-
sequences. It opens perspectives to revolutionaries from here. 
Assuming that some insurgents might eliminate or "liquidate" me 
and seize control, what would London do? The answer is simple: 
keep its minister to the Belgian government there and maintain its 
consul here to the revolutionary Belgi,an Congo government which, 
while it would not recognize Pierlot,13 would still remain in the 
war. 
22 Sept. 1942.-- Yesterday, visited Brazzaville for a review held 
by General de Gaulle. We only caught a glimpse of him on the plat-
form between the review and the parade. He seemed to me older, ex-
hausted, thinner. In the evening he made an energetic and ill-ad-
vised speech on the radio forbidding every Frenchman, whether in 
France, Syria, Brazzaville, or Tananarive, to serve any other coun-
try but France, thus claiming a role in Madagascar which one seems 
unwilling to let him have. 
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The Anglo-Franco-American landings on 7 November 1942 in French North 
Africa produced mixed feelings in Ryekmans. His immediate jubilation over 
the long desired "turning point" in favor of the Allies, and a hasty cal-
culation that Italy must soon quit the war, gave way to prolonged apprehen-
sion for the fate of De Gaulle. He realized that the Free French leader, 
not having been asked or allowed to participate, was in danger of losing 
out to someone no better than Darlan or Giraud. 
8 Nov. 1942. -- Exciting day. Turning point of the war? [ Ryckmans, 
rising to hear the 5:30 a.m. B.B.C. broadcast, caught one in French 
at 5:15 which turned out to be news of the Allied landings in 
French North Africa.] I was stupefied by the boldness of the plan. 
If it succeeds--and I have no doubt it will--all of North Africa 
is ours and Italy is lost. That would be the beginning of the end. 
16 Nov. 1942.-- The Americans recognize Darlan, who appoints Giraud 
as Commander in Chief. Petain claims to command from Vichy that no 
oreobey Giraud. De Gaulle is left aside, perhaps provisionally, 
waiting to see if he can make his propaganda work. De Gaulle has 
a right to complain, he who issued the 18 June 40 call-to-arms and 
has rendered conspicuous services to the Alliance. He is right in 
saying there cannot be "parallel actions." In a word, complete 
political confusion. 
19 Nov. 1942.-- Laval successor to Yetain. The same story as 
Hitler being called to power by Hindenburg and the latter vanishing 
from the scene to die a few weeks later. What will Dakar say? 
Visible tension between English and Americans over General 
Eisenhower's decision to recognize Darlan. The latter feels 
fine, says Radio Brazzaville, sitting between two chairs--
considered a traitor by both sides. 
24 Nov. 1942. -- Bois son has joined Darlan,- Boisson, who failed 
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to join the resistance two years ago because he would have been 
alone in it, could not remain now the only one inactive. But that 
he is re-entering the war under Darlan is a rude shock for De Gaulle. 
The "Comit€. National Franyais" administers no more than a tenth of 
the fighting French! Darlan's strength is growing; in Africa, he 
counts. 
18 Dec. 1942.-- At Darlan's interview, the journalists whom he al-
lowed to interrogate him failed to put this one key question: "Every-
thing you have done since you have been in the Government you claim 
to have done to lighten the weight of France's defeat. Do you think 
you have succeeded better than if on 18 June you had ordered the fleet 
to put to sea and join the British Navy?" I wonder what he would have 
answered? 
Christmas 1942.-- Darlan's assassination. Defiance of Roosevelt's 
policy, who calls it a "sort of assassination by invitation." 
Tt,e first reaction is obviously unfavorable to De Gm1lle. "If you 
think having my creature assassinated is enough to check my policy, 
you will be quickly disillusioned!"--On reflection, he [the 
president] must recognize that this man's disappearance clarifies 
the situation: he [the admiral] was the principal obstacle to 
reconciliation among Frenchmen.--On 8 November, I was hoping that 
De Gaulle would place himself under Giraud's orders. Giraud would 
have replied: "I accept the military command, you continue to 
represent fighting France politically." This gesture would still 
be possible today. 
27 Dec. 1942.-- Giraud succeeds Darlan. Now what will De Gaulle do? 
30 Dec. 1942.-- Last evening, the Voice of Fighting France was heard 
again over B.B.C. These broadcasts had been interrupted on 13 
November. G.enuine emotion; this reconciliation between Allies fore-
shadows reconciliation among Frenchmen. A dignified statement by 
Andrie Philip [ De Gaulle I s commissaire of the Interior and of Labor] : 
our silence was imperative, because approbation of the Allies' 
attitude would have violated our principles, our criticism would 
have violated the laws of hospitality. As for reconciliation among 
Fighting Frenchmen, it is necessary; but it cannot be done either 
in the spirit of Vichy or with the men of Vichy.-- This is aimed 
at Boisson. 
This unyielding dignity of De Gaulle will in the end serve him, 
or at least his cause; for the moment has perhaps come for him 
to take Giraud as a partner. The winning of Djibouti to the 
cross of Lorraine gives him one more small trump. But is the cross 
of Lorraine possible in North Africa? 
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So ended the year with a question still regarding De Ga.tlle's suit-
ability as France's true leader. Soon the entries reflected De Gaulle's 
growth in political stature and his recognition by an increasing percentage 
of Frenchmen during the many months until the actual Liberation. Mean-
while Ryckmans had to surmount several hazards in order to avoid being 
the victim of a revolt. 
One threat was the recurrence of friction between the Belgian govern-
ment in London and the colonial administration in Leopoldville. De Vlee-
schauwer arrived in December 1940 for his first visit to the Congo, which 
was on the whole constructive: it created, at least publicly, the impres-
sion of harmony and mutual support between the governor general and the 
minister. But the latter's return the next year for over four months 
(June-October 1942) was an ordeal for both, complicated by Prime Minister 
Pierlot's joining them late in July for four weeks. Ryckmans perceived 
that their proposals for "reorganizing" his administration under the pre-
text of "helping" him to carry his heavy responsibilities really aimed 
to strip him of the power to make needed on-the-spot decisions and resigned 
orally on the afternoon of 20 August. During dinner the same evening, 
however, the ministers changed their "formula" enough so that the resig-
nation was tacitly dropped. Pierlot then departed for London, leaving 
the other two to put the details into writing. By the time De Vleeschauwer 
also left the Congo it must have been clear to him that no one else could 
manage so well the task that Ryckmans was doing. 
Two other sources of potential trouble lay, so to speak, on the "Left" 
and on the "Right" of the road which Ryckmans's wisdom and experience told 
him must be followed, There were syndicalists or labor organizers, like 
Heynen and Dutron, who tried to take advantage of the growing importance 
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of African workers for meeting the Congo's increased war-time economic 
production goals in order to unionize them. It was necessary for the 
government of the province concerned to arrest and imprison or expel such 
persons for spreading defeatism and obstructing the war effort. On the 
other side, there were groups in the military forces and in the veterans' 
organization Anciens Combattants who clamored for still more active involve-
ment in the war, even after the successful Abyssinian campaign of 1941. 
Ryckmans's natural reaction to both groups was to confront them with his 
own point of view and also to visit each province to see how widely the 
ideas of the agitators had permeated. Because Ryckmans was so constantly 
tied down in Leopoldivlle, however, his first opportunity to penetrate sys-
tematically the remote as well as the urbanized. parts of Belgian Africa 
by plane, boat, train, and automobile did not come until 1943. 14 The results 
were reassuring because they made it increasingly clear that the main target 
of discontent, sometimes to the point of revolt, was not Ryckmans or his 
policies but the Belgian government in London. A good example of his suc-
cessfully confronting the critics took place in Elisabethville, at the 
social evening on Saturday, 22 May 1943, to which the Katanga Veterans' 
Association invited the governor general and his wife, and which was fully 
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and favorably reported by the local press. Replying to pointed remarks 
in the welcome by the association's president, M. Bruneel, the governor 
general skilfully avoided saying anything disloyal to the London governemnt--
it was for the moment the legal representative of Belgian sovereignty, 
the recognized channel for Allied cooperation in the war effort, and until 
Belgium should be liberated there was no visible consitutional way to 
replace it--while saying so much else with which his listeners enthusiastically 
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agreed that they all parted the best of friends. 
Just one day before that meeting, Ryckmans had been taken by officials 
of the Union Miniere du Haut Katanga on a tour of the mining region north-
west of Elisabethville, centering on Jadotville,ostensibly to investigate 
the mood and conditions of laborers in the mines which were supplying copper 
for the Allies. That he also saw and heard about top-secret operations at 
nearby Shinkolobwe, the huge significance of which became important more 
than two years later, can be read into these lines in his commentary: 
23 May 1943.-- The Union Miniere is exporting some "special crude 16 ore [uranium]." One day shall we have some surprises [atom bombs]? 
But in order not to lose ourselves in the maze of events and personalities 
which Ryckmans had to keep in proper perspective from day to day, let us 
return to the beginning of the year and resume the unfolding of Belgian-
French relations from his point of view. 
8 Jan. 1943.-- General Giraud and General de Gaulle will meet at 
the end of the month. But how will Giraud be able to unload Boisson, 
and how can those Frenchmen who fought against him and who have 
been insulting him for thirty months accept him? 
27 Jan. 1943.-- Meeting of Roosevelt-Churchill-De Gaulle-Giraud 
[at Casablanca]. Here, of course, the Giraud-De Gaulle episode 
holds the most interest. Are the Gaullists going to accept 
Boisson, will Boisson raise the Cross of Lorraine? ••• For two-
and-a~half years the chasm has grown. Will Brazzaville relent and 
reinstate the interned Vichyists? It must be done, if they want 
A[frique]O[ccidentale]F[ran~aise] to relent and reinstate the 
interned Gaullists. 
30 Jan. 1943.-- Visit from General Schneider, Inspector of American 
troops. He was at the Casablanca conference ..• and on the American 
front in Tunisia a week ago. He tells me •.. that Boisson has made 
a very good impression on the Americans. Realizes, however, that 
Darlan and the others were deceived--believes that De Gaulle will 
have to come to terms. 
10 July 1943.-- Is this a noteworthy date in the history of the war? 
Invasion of Sicily. No Frenchmen. Does this mean they are being 
saved for the invasion of France? 
3 Aug. 1943.-- Events of recent days. Fall of Mussolini, 25 July, 
from which conclusions are gradually being drawn. Solution of the 
French problem, along the lines I was hoping for on 8 November and 
wrote about at Christmas: Giraud military commander, De Gaulle 
political chief. They have taken the step they should have done 
on the first day, but perhaps it was impossible at that moment: 
Algeria would not, it is said, stand the mention of De Gaulle. 
Despite recent successes, the Allies were not ready to open the 
19 
real western or "second front" by invading France until nearly mid-1944. 
Well before "D-Day" arrived, a conference was held in Brazzaville (30 Jan-
uary - 8 February 1944) to discuss the future of French colonial policy, 
based on confidence that victory would follow, and that De Gaulle would 
head the post-liberation government of France. De Gaulle and several of 
his advisers came, and Ryckmans not only attended the opening-day ceremonies 
but also acted as host to all the participants who cared to come over a 
few days later and be shown around Leopoldville. His long talk with Rene 
Pleven, then De Gaulle's commissaire for the colonies, did more than en-
lighten Ryckmans regarding probably changes in France's plans for Africa: 
it reassured him that his persistent problem with neutralism or defeatism 
being spread by such a prominent clergyman as Jean de Hamptinne, Vicar Apo-
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stolic of Katanga, was not peculiar to the Belgian Congo, since the French 
were similarly obliged to combat it in two of their own colonies. 
30 Jan. 1944.-- Conversation with General de Gaulle. He questions 
me on the state of mind and of health of the European popula-
tion; asks me if I have any difficulties with the natives. I 
am able to reply that we have none. He talks to me. about our troops 
and supplies. 
I ask him in what shape the supplies for North Africa are. 
He says that if they can get through April and May, they can manage 
in regard to wheat. He explains that from November to June not 
very much was accomplished: while the Allies were making their 
deals with Darlan, Giraud, etc., there was nothing to do, they 
did nothing. When he made up his mind to go in March, telling him-
self that this was worth more than to remain aloof, and that he would 
take a good look--nothing had yet been done to organize production. 
Nor until June could he really get down to work, and then he 
had to start by creating a central organization. The first year 
was lost. 
4 Feb. 1944.-- Reception at Leo for members of the Brazzaville 
African Conference ••.• Aperitif by the Urban Committee at the 
Circle. During the afternoon, visits in small groups to different 
industries. At five o'clock, general gathering for reception by me 
at the A.B.C. Hotel. At seven, everyone embarked, delighted, 
[tore-cross the river] on the Berwinne. 
Long conversation with Pleven. Main lines of his program: 
Assemblies discussing the budget; Africans (or their representa-
tives) and non-Africans sitting separately; the Governor the judge 
in case of conflict. No minor colonization by Europeans. Instead 
of the excluded "petits Blancs," 500 French doctors, and central 
control over a carefully developed educational system. Danger 
of anti-foreign nationalism? Perhaps, but it exists anyhow. 
Bold general idea: to anticipate inevitable demands. 
Relations with the Vatican. The bishops of St. Pierre and 
Miquelon [two French islands near Newfoundland] and of Dakar to 
be expelled. Same policy as the one I advocated in regard to 
Mgr de Hemptinne: to inform the Vatican of a decision--already 
arrived at by the responsible political power--leaving to the 
former [the Pope] the option of acting before the latter [the 
Governor General] in order not to create a scandal. 
Exchange of speeches: De Gaulle, symbol of the Spirit of 
Resistance, which explains his popularity among us. Optimism 
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born of the certainty of Victory, expressing itself among the French 
by this conference which studies the problems of the future; among 
us [ in the Belgian Congo] by social accomplishments keeping abreast 
of our war effort. 
Everything went without a hitch. A masterpiece of organization, 
shedding honor on our services. Official congratulations to the 
organizers. 
5 June 1944.-- The Allies are at Rome. But the second front has 
not been opened. 
13 June 1944.-- It opened on the 6th. A week later, the Allies 
seem solidly established in Normandy, but without any port they are 
at the mercy of a few days of bad weather. 
Ryckmans's commentary on the war, from which excerpts have been chosen 
to show his fascination with France, dwindled hereafter to practically no-
thing. This resulted in part from the incredible amount of travelling 
which he undertook, not as in 1943 to the inner reaches of Belgian Africa, 
but in the next two years to three other continents. In 1944, from 10 
February until 11 May, he flew a tremendous, irregular, counter-clockwise 
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route on which his major sojourns were eight weeks in England and three 
in the United States. Important as this whole trip was for what he both 
learned about and contributed to the pooling of Anglo-Belgo-American re-
sources and will-power for winning the war, it did temporarily remove him 
somewhat from the range of Belgian-French relations. The trip is mentioned, 
however, to emphasize two points: his personal stamina, courage, and de-
termination to throw everything into the war effort, and his confidence 
that all of his colleagues in Leopoldville would be able to manage somehow 
for those three months. For the rest of the year he was busy in Africa 
but no longer described in his commentary such local events as Brazzaville's 
celebration in August when De Gaulle liberated Paris, or Leopoldville's 
the following month when Brussels was freed, in both of which he appro-
priately participated. 
In 1945 he went twice to Europe, once during April and early May, and 
again from late August until five days before Christmas. (Since the latter 
came after Japan's surrender, it falls outside the chronological scope 
of this study; though he characteristically spent over half of this time 
working in Brussels for the Congo's interests, he was only obeying his 
doctor's prescription 18 when he enjoyed with Mme Ryckmans their first real 
vacation in years, walking and bicycling many miles through Switzerland 
during seven autumn weeks.) When the earlier trip began, the war was still 
going on. The Belgian government was back in Brussels, but Hitler had 
frightened the Allies during the winter with his last offensive gamble in 
the Ardennes; the Americans called it the "Battle of the Bulge." After 
that threat subsided, yet during the campaign to link West and East in 
Gemany and force the Nazis to capitulate, the specific event in the mother 
country that drew Ryckmans there in person was a reshuffling of ministerial 
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positions which made De Bruyne minister of colonies instead of De Vlee-
schauwer. He was still working, through consultations with all the inter-
ested and influential people whom he could reach, to find the right approach 
to the Congo's inevitable postwar problems, when the news reached him at 
4:30 p.m. on 7 May that the war in Europe was actually over. For him the 
victory celebration which eu.ued outgrew the traiitional single "V-E 
Day," expanding into nearly a week-long pageant staged in two successive 
Euorpean capitals: Brussels until the 10th, when he began his return to 
Africa; then Paris until the 13th. The latter gives us the appropriate 
place to conclude with reflections on these excerpts from his crowded ap-
pointment schedule: 
"Visite au G~ de Gaulle 11 rue St. Dominique." 
"Enregistrement a la Radiodiffusion francaise 11 Av. des Champs Elys~es." 
• 
"Conference au Comite de l'Empire Francais 41 rue de la Bienfaisance." 
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His visit to General de Gaulle, whether long or short and whatever 
words they exchanged, must have stirred deep emotions and vivid memories 
in them both. 
Of the message which he recorded at the French Radio broadcasting studio, 
we have this version, on a single sheet of stationery with RADIODIFFUSION 
NATIONALE printed at the top, undated and unsigned but unmistakably in the 
handwriting of Ryckmans: 
After having celebrated at Brazzaville the liberation of Paris 
and in the Belgian Congo the liberation of Brussels, I have seen 
Paris and Brussels flag-bedecked for Victory. 
Victory paid for by so many ruins, by so much blood, by so 
many tears. 
Victory which justifies the sacrifices, rewards the heroic 
deeds, avenges the defeats, ennobles the bereavements of the past 
five years, 
Honor to those who fell, on the fields of battle or by the 
bullets of execution squads. 
Honor to the great men who have led the people along hard roads: 
Roosevelt, dead just on the eve of triumph; Stalin; Churchill the 
indomitable; and de Gaulle who would not despair, who brought France 
back into the war and led his armies into the heartof Germany. 
Honor to the fighters in the liberating armies and to the 
fighters on the interior fronts. 
And now that the question is how to rebuild in peace a new 
world, may the people and the statesmen remember the lesson of 
the war. Union gave them Victory. It is in union that they shall 
find salvation. 
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When he addressed the Committee of the French Empire, he could talk 
at greater length to an audience intellectually as well as emotionally 
responsive to his explanation of the role which colonies had played in the 
war. Among those recorded as present, Bayardelle and Le Neveu merit iden-
tification as pointing up in different ways the significance of the occasion. 
Charles-Andre Bayardelle, governor general of French Equatorial Africa, 
had replaced his long-time friend Felix Eboue upon the latter's death on 
17 May 1944. The two had worked together while Eboue was only governor 
of Chad; then when De Gaulle advanced Eboue from Ft. Lamy to Brazzaville 
(December 1940), Bayardelle came with him to be secretary general of the 
whole federation. That he and Ryckmans as governors general should meet 
here on the banks of the Seine in the hour of victory heightens the 
contrast between the roles which, half a decade earlier, Boisson and Ryckmans 
had played on opposite banks of the Congo. 
As for Ryckamns's speech, it is to C.-A. Le Neveu that we are princi-
pally indebted for a published version of his remarks. For Le Neveu--
a frank believer in the beneficence of colonialism when practiced by right-
minded nations--had written him a letter dated 21 March 1945 telling how 
much "all the French colonials have admired the work which you have ac-
complished," and that the morale of the French as well as the Belgians 
was raised whenever they heard his voice over the radio during the occu-
pation. What Le Neveu requested was an article about "le Congo Belge pen-
dant la guerre" for the first number of his new periodical, Le Monde Frans;ais, 
which he hoped would embody some features of the former Revue des Deux 
Mandes. Ryckmans had been too busy to comply with with request during 
April and early May; but when Le Neveu learned that he was able to stop 
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for a few days in Paris on his way back to the Congo, he realized that an 
invitation for Ryckmans to meet and address the Comite de l'Empire Francais 
' 
would be doubly valuable. It would give those French colonials to whom 
the Belgian governor general was hitherto only a voice over the radio the 
opportunity to see and hear him in person; it would also give Le Neveu 
a text which could probably be turned into the kind of article he was so 
anxious to obtain for his review. The editor's persistence was rewarded, 
and Ryckmans's speech provided his lead article for the October issue. 19 
"I would have hesitated to sketch for the French public the history 
of the Belgian Congo during the war," began Ryckmans, "except that its 
history is to some extent that of French Equatorial Africa also." Then 
he briefly paid tribute to De Gaulle, Eboue, Larminat, and a few others 
for bringing, earliest of all, this part of the colonial empire into the 
Free French movement. His main subject, the contributions of the Belgian 
Congo, had two sides, the military and the economic. After describing 
the one active military campaign when Belgo-Congolese forces helped the 
British to oust the Italains from Ethiopia in 1941, he called attention to 
the sending of similar forces to Nigeria, then to Egypt--from neither of 
which, by the time they and their equipment arrived, were there battles 
to fight for West or North Africa or the the Middle East. He also told 
how the mobile military hospital from the Congo, when no longer needed 
in Ethiopia, was re-equipped and restaffed, lent to the British, and used 
elsewhere in East Africa, Madagascar, and eventually Burma. Economically, 
the Congo contributed by devoting its labor and resources to producing 
things essential to the war. Good for holding his listeners' (or readers') 
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interest was the story of the enlargement of the Leopoldville airport in 
1942 to accomodate bigger planes flying the route from the United States 
via South America across the Atlantic and equatorial Africa and the Middle 
East into Russia. When Ryckmans heard that the Americans doubted whether 
Congolese laborers could meet a 15 August target date for lengthening and 
resurfacing the runways, he asked his men if they could finish the job 
as a Fourth of July present for their Allies. "It's impossible, but if 
it must be, it must, 11 they replied, and they did it. 20 In what may be 
called his peroration he avoided presumptuously equating his country's 
efforts with those of the Russians, Americans, British, and French, whom 
he saluted as the principal "artisans of victory," but said: 
As for the Belgians, they were a handful and their role was modest. 
They had received but one talent, yet they did not hide it in the 
earth. They will always be proud to have been, during the occu-
pation, the refuge for her independence, and to have held high 
her banner.21 
Whoever writes the full-length biography of Ryckmans will add that, 
after his dozen years of leading the Congo to recovery from depression and 
victory over Hitlerism, Ryckmans gained relief from the governor-general-
ship in 1946, but little slackening of activity occurred, only a shift in 
its location and focus For the next dozen years were absorbed by his 
representing Belgium at the sessions of the United Nations General Assembly 
and Trusteeship Council, and being from 1951 on, his .country's Atomic 
Energy Commissioner. Both roles meant in a sense the utilization of exper-
tise from his earlier career: one in overseeing how advanced countries 
like his own were meeting their responsibility toward nonself-governing 
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peoples in colonies and territories under trusteeship; the other in trying 
to persuade all countries to confine the us.e of atomic or nuclear energy 
henceforth to peaceful and constructive purposes. This might lead the 
biographer to project his story of Ryckmans's life on three successively 
broader stages: Belgium, Africa, and the entire world; he might emphasize, 
that loyalty to each in turn did not involve renunciation of the earlier 
loyalties for the attainment of the ultimate. In other words, the patriotism 
of Ryckmans grew from a love for the Belgian land of his birth, through 
an intense emotional tie with Belgian Africa as his adopted country, to his 
eventual identification with all humanity. 
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